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• In 1954, Dr. Josef Murry and Dr. David Hume from Brigham 
Hospital in Boston made the history by performing the first 
successful organ transplantation surgery.  

• The operation provoked discussion among Islamic scholars from 
different schools and yielded two views: 
• Permitting organ transplantation 
• Prohibiting organ transplantation 

• The current published literature dated the beginning of Islamic 
scholars’ engagement  in the jurisprudence debates about organ 
transplantation to the early 60s.  

 

The following are list of permitting fatwas in chronological order: 
 

1949: Egypt Fatwa committee permitted blood transfusion. 
 

1959: Grand Mufti of Egypt permitted corneal transplant. 
 

1965: Mufti of Perlis, Malaysia  permitted corneal transplant. 
 

1967: Grand Mufti of Egypt permitted organ transplant. 
 

1969: The Islamic Conference permitted organ transplant. 
 

1972: Algiers Islamic Council permitted organ transplant. 
 

1978: Saudi Scholars’ Council permitted corneal transplant. 
 

1980: Kuwait Fatwa Council permitted organ transplant. 
 

1982: Saudi Scholars’ Council permitted organ transplant.  
 

1985: Islamic Fiqh Council permitted organ transplant. 
 

1986: Singapore Islamic Council permitted organ transplant. 
 

1988: Islamic Fiqh Academy permitted organ transplant. 
 

1989: India Islamic  Fiqh Academy permitted organ transplant. 
 

1995: UK Islamic Law Council permitted organ transplant. 

 

The prohibiting view: 
• God own our bodies, but we have a trusteeship of our bodies. 
• Islam prohibits cremation and mutilation of the corpse. 
• Intentionally, putting oneself in danger is prohibited in Islam. 
• Harm must be eliminated and not inflected. 
• Certainty is not overruled by doubt. 
 

(do not throw yourselves into destruction) Quran 2:195 
“breaking a dead man bone is like breaking it when he is a live”, 
“there should be neither harming nor reciprocating harm” Hadeeth. 
 

The permitting view: 
• Not only permissible but can be favorable in some cases. 
• The mutilation is minimal due to the medical advancement.  
• Committing the lesser evil to avoid the greater evil. 
• Harm must be eliminated and not inflected. 
• Certainty is not overruled by doubt.  
• Protecting and preserving life. 
• Altruism  
• Charity  
 

(saving a soul is like saving the mankind) Quran 5:32 
“the faithful in their mutual kindness, compassion, and sympathy are 
like one body”, “the faithful are like bricks of a house that support  
one another”, “there is no disease that Allah has created, except that 
He also has created its treatment”. 
 

• Ibn Sa’adi did not chose a position. But his students divided to two 
parties. Ibn Sa’adi’s treatment of this issue encouraged other 
Saudi scholars to consider the permitting view and helped them 
to overcome the authoritative influence of the Saudi Grand mufti, 
at that time, who was in favor of prohibition. 

INTRODUCTION 

HISTORY OF ISLAMIC JURIST FATWA (JUDICIAL RESOLUTION) SUMMARY OF THE DEBATE 

ISLAMIC ETHICO-LEGAL SYSTEM 

The Sources of the Islamic Ethico-legal system: 
1. The Quran (Allah’s words) 
2. The Prophet’s Teachings (Hadeeth) 
3. Methods of interpretations based on 1&2 

 

Main Objectives of the Islamic Ethico-legal system (Necessities, 
Needs, Desirables): 

1. Protect and preserve life (soul) 
2. Protect and preserve faith (religion) 
3. Protect and Preserve dignity (honor) 
4. Protect and preserve mind (intellect) 
5. Protect and preserve progeny (lineage) 
6. Protect and preserve resources (property) 

 

Main Legal Maxims of the Islamic Ethico-legal system: 
1. Deeds are judges by their goals and purposes. 
2. Certainty is not overruled by doubt. 
3. Harm must be eliminated. 
4. Hardship begets facility. 
5. Custom is considered. 
6. Necessity prinicple.  

 

 Islamic Ethico-legal decisions (positions): 
Obligatory (individual vs. social) – Favorable – Permitted - 
Unfavorable – Prohibited 

THE AIM 

• Ibn Sa’adi completed his book on June 25, 1929. 
• The article about organ donation was the 63rd of 155 articles. 
• Out of 1476 words, 12.6% for introduction, 22.6% for prohibiting 

view,  56.9% for permitting view, and 7.9% for conclusion. 

 

Abdur’rahman Ibn Sa’adi (1889-1956): 
• Born on September 8, 1889. 
• His mother died when he was 4 years old. 
• His father died when he was 7 years old. 
• Memorized the Quran at the age of 10. 
• Started attending scholars at the age of 11. 
• Started teaching at the age of 23.  
• Had many teachers from different countries 
• Had connections with Islamic reformers. 
• Had many influential students in KSA. 
• Introduced  andragogic teaching methods. 
• Used modern audio-aids. 
• Progressive views. 
• His complete work  published in 16 vol. 
• Died on July 24, 1956. 

IBN SA’ADI BIOGRAPHY 

THE BOOK AND THE ARTICLE  

 

To highlight the very early contribution of a Saudi scholar to the 
debate about organ transplantation and how his views influenced 
the Islamic bioethical decision-making in Saudi Arabia. 


